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The Europe 2020 Strategy is an integral part for monitoring achievements
through statistics. The headline indicators reflect the progress made by the EU
and the Member States towards achieving the headline targets of the strategy.
The headline targets have been set for the EU to achieve by the end of 2020
and some of them are very relevant for the situation of persons with
disabilities. These cover, among others, employment, education, social
inclusion and poverty reduction. The Commission has supported the annual
publication of the gaps on the above mentioned headline targets between
persons with and without disabilities.

In addition, the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (UNCRPD) requires that States Parties, like the EU and its
Member States, undertake to collect appropriate information, including
statistical and research data, to enable them to formulate and implement
policies to give effect to the present Convention.

The European Commission and EUROSTAT advocate that both levels of
disabilities (moderate and severe) should be taken into account when
disaggregating the indicators in order to cover all persons with disabilities.

People with a moderate disability have a higher risk of mortality and higher
needs for health and long-term care and social protection and support. Another
reason for including also moderate limitation as indicators based on the whole
group of disabled persons is that the results are more robust; however where
the data is available, for example in SILC, and wherever possible and suitable,
disaggregation by level of disability is also recommended.

The at-risk-of poverty rate refers to the percentage of persons in the total
population who are at-risk-of-poverty, i.e. with an equivalised disposable
income below the at-risk-of-poverty threshold.

Share of persons with an equivalised disposable income below 60% of the
national equivalised median income. Equivalised median income is defined as
the household's total disposable income divided by its "equivalent size", to take
account of the size and composition of the household, and is attributed to each
household member. Equivalisation is made on the basis of the OECD modified
scale.

The weight variable used is the Adjusted Cross Sectional Weight (RB050a).

Here the reference population is persons aged 16+ with moderate or severe
disabilities, based on the Global Activity Limitation Indicator (GALI) approach
(i.e. persons who report either moderate or severe health-related activity
limitations),

Gender, age and level of disability (moderate and severe).
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