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lues about Job's lifestyle suggests
that he is probably a contemporary of
the Patriarchs (please note the time-
line at the bottom of this page). An-

cient tradition identifies him as King Jobab, sec-
ond king of Ed om (Genesis 36:33).

Clues about the writing suggest that it was writ-
ten sometime between Solomon's reign and the
exile.

This book typifies a type of wisdom writing
called a disputation, meaning verbal controversy.

Outline

• Job's happiness
• Testing by Satan
• Disputations
• Reflections on Wisdom
• Monologues
• Discourse with God
• God's verdict
• Job's restoration
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In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job.
This man was blameless and upright; he feared God and
shunned evil. Job 1 : 1

Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?
Job2:10

READING NOTES
If you fmd yourself struggling with Job, try one or more of the following:

a. Forget trying to distinguish between the arguments of Job's friends
b. Try reading Job in bite-sized doses, perhaps

• Before breakfast and .

• After breakfast and .

• Right when you get home at night and ...

• Right after dinner and ...

• Right before bed

c. Alternatively, set aside a block of time on Sunday to read Job from start to finish

PEOPLE

Bildad the Shuhite an old friend of Job Chaldeans residents of Mesopotamia, southern Baby-
lonia Eliphaz the Temanite an old friend of Job Elihu a young acquaintance of Job Job a
blameless and upright man who feared God and shunned evil Zopbar tbe Naamatbite an old
friend ofJob
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